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1 Ovarian Follicular Theca Cell Recruitment, Differentiation, and Impact on Fertility:
2017 Update

JoAnne S. Richards, Yi A. Ren, Nicholes Candelaria, Jaye E. Adams, and Aleksandar Rajkovic
PRÉCIS: Theca cells are derived from two embryonic gonadal sources and differentiate into
steroidogenic cells or fibroblast/perivascular cells, respectively, in response to oocyte and
granulosa cell factors.

21 The Hippo Signaling Pathway in Pancreatic b-Cells: Functions and Regulations
Amin Ardestani and Kathrin Maedler
PRÉCIS: This review summarizes functions and mechanisms of the Hippo pathway, its core
components in pancreatic islets, and its contribution toward diabetes progression and as a target
for b-cell regeneration.

36 Hormonal Contraception and HIV-1 Acquisition: Biological Mechanisms
Janet P. Hapgood, Charu Kaushic, and Zdenek Hel
PRÉCIS: Review of clinical, animal, and ex vivo data on mechanisms whereby hormonal
contraception may increase HIV-1 acquisition reveals evidence for several plausible biological
mechanisms for medroxyprogesterone acetate.
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